Email used to recruit teachers for Project TestDrive:

Dear {First_Name}:

Project Tomorrow is seeking 100 educators to participate in Project TestDrive, a national research study on the classroom effectiveness of the online K-12 science, technology, engineering and math resources from the National Science Digital Library .

The National Science Digital Library, funded by the National Science Foundation, is a free, online library for science, technology, engineering and math resources with links to 1 million resources from over 500 unique collections.

Why participate?
Project TestDrive provides a unique opportunity to use innovative science, math and technology resources from a trusted source - the National Science Digital Library. During this project you will have the opportunity to try out the resources, free-of-charge and network with like-minded professionals as you:

· Engage your students in learning through innovative science, technology, engineering and math resources.

· Develop students’ critical thinking and problem solving skills.

· Share effective teaching practices with peers across the nation. 

What’s required?
It's easy to participate, you will:

· Identify, implement and evaluate 7-10 online resources from the National Science Digital Library.

· Participate in Just-in-Time training on the online resources from the National Science Digital Library.

· Secure Parent/Guardian Permission for your students to participate in the national research study.

· Collaborate with other K-12 educators through threaded discussions, seminars or conference calls.

The research project will be open between Dec 07 - Jun 08.

Download and return the completed application today!

Learn more about the National Science Digital Library

The National Science Digital Library (NSDL) was created by the National Science Foundation to provide access to high quality resources and tools for science, technology, engineering and mathematics education. Here are a few examples:

· Middle School Portal highlights instructional resources for science, math and technology.

· Teachers' Domain at WGBH provides multi-media resources for earth and space science, engineering, life science and physical science.

· ComPADRE provides resources for teaching physics and physical science courses.

Click here to visit the National Science Digital Library

We hope that you will consider joining the project, and/or encourage others to join. To learn more, contact:

      Provide contact info.. 

We are looking forward to hearing from you.

Regards,

Laurie Smith

Director, Research & Evaluation

Email used as “Thank you for your interest”:

Hi ______,

Thank you for your application. We have processed your application and are getting ready to send your informational packet out to you. First, we want to be sure you are still interested in participating in the project.

Included in the informational packet are parent permission slips that your students must have signed and return to you, and then in turn you mail them back to us. These consent forms need to be returned to us by the end of February, 2008, but the sooner they are turned in, the better. Your application showed you have XX students that will be participating in this project.  For the purposes of this project, we suggest you implement the resources on a maximum of 3 classes so as to have a more manageable number. Can you send us an updated number of students that reflects no more than 3 classes of students? You are welcome to implement the resources with all of your students, but a maximum of 3 classes will be surveyed and considered "officially" part of the project.  And of these students, do you need any of those parent permission slips to be in Spanish? Please let me know as soon as possible so we can send your packet out to you.  Thank you for your interest and participation!

Best,

Email about selecting resources:

Thanks, _______. You can expect your packet to arrive next week. Please confirm with me when your packet arrives. And please have the students get their parent permission slips signed and returned as soon as possible. 

In the meantime, you can be looking at and deciding which NSDL resources you will be utilizing in the classroom (http://nsdl.org/resources_for/k12_teachers/). We ask that you choose 7 to 10 resources and we will come up with a timeline for when these resources will be implemented throughout the school year. You will be sending me a list of these resources (and links) when they are chosen. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns, though the informational packet will likely clear up many questions you may have. Thank you again for your participation!

Best,

Post-Survey Email:

Your post-surveys for Project TestDrive are now available online. In order to get the most authentic reaction to using the NSDL resource in  your classroom, we request that you and your students complete the survey within 5 days of using the resource.  In order to complete the survey you will need to provide students with the following information: 

 

· Your teacher id: __________

· Which resource they are evaluating based on the list below*:
            Anticipated Date: ___2/19___    Resource 1  __Weathering_______

            Anticipated Date: ___2/25___    Resource 2  __Erosion__________

            Anticipated Date: __________    Resource 3  ___________________

            Anticipated Date: __________    Resource 4  ___________________

            Anticipated Date: __________    Resource 5  ___________________

            Anticipated Date: __________    Resource 6  ___________________

            Anticipated Date: __________    Resource 7  ___________________

            Anticipated Date:__________     Resource 8  ___________________

            Anticipated Date: __________    Resource 9  ___________________

            Anticipated Date: __________    Resource 10  __________________

 

If the above information is not filled in, please provide us with the information at your earliest convenience.

· Their specific student id: 1 – 55


For record-keeping purposes and to make your life easier, we have established generic ID formulas. Use your student roster to give students their ID #s. The first 5 digits are the teacher ID. The last 3 digits are the student's ID.

 

The teacher survey is located at: provide url 

The student survey is located at: provide url
 

Please keep this email for your records; you will need it to access these survey links after using each resource in your classroom.  

Please let us know if any previous resources or implementation dates have been changed. I will be following up with you based on the dates you have provided me to make sure the post-surveys are taken in a timely manner.

 

Thank you for your participation in Project Test Drive. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Focus Group Email:

Thank you for your participation and hard work during Project TestDrive. As a final requirement for this project, we ask that you please participate in a focus group that will take the form of a single conference call lasting no more than 1 hour in length. 

The purpose of this focus group is for participating teachers to collaborate with other K-12 educators about the classroom effectiveness of the online K-12 science, technology, engineering, and math resources from the National Science Digital Library (NSDL.org).  During the call, you will be able to share best practices with peers across the nation, and participate in a national movement to bring student and teacher voices into the policy process! 

Your unfiltered feedback will be collected and used to create a summary report that will be released in September 2008 at the NSDL Annual Meeting in Washington, DC. The report will influence the future direction of resource development in the National Science Digital Library for future generations of teachers.

As participating teachers are spread throughout the country (and across time zones), we are scheduling two conference calls in hopes that everyone will be able to participate. Please respond to this email with your preference of date, and preference of time on that date. 

· Friday, June 6th at either 8:30 AM (Pacific Daylight Time) or 1:00 PM (Pacific Daylight Time) – select one. 
· Thursday, June 12th at either 9:00 AM (Pacific Daylight Time) or 3:00 PM (Pacific Daylight Time) – select one.

We understand the classroom constraints of scheduling this call and hope that one of the above times will fit in with your schedules. Again, the call will last no longer than one hour, and we understand anyone that may need to sign off before the call concludes. Based on the responses we receive, we will select the time that works for the most educators for each date. You will receive a confirmation email with the selected time and the phone number to call. 

Your feedback is extremely important to us, and we hope that you will be able to participate in one of the two upcoming conference calls!  Please respond directly to _____________at _______________ to schedule your call. We hope to hear from you soon!

Best,

