QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (Uncompressed) decompressor
are needed to see this picture.

How to Use NSDL in Five Minutes or Less
STEP 1

What do I do first?
Type NSDL.org into the address bar of your browser. You must be online to use NSDL.

NSDL - The National Science Digital Library

ni-._http:fjnsdl.orgf

Then I1...?

Type in one or more words in the big search box on the homepage and use your mouse to
click the search button (or hit the ‘Enter’ key on your keyboard).

But I can't think
of the exact
word. How can I

THE NATIONAL SCIENCE DIGITAL LIBRARY

look at some Home
topiCS? Search Options

Browse SEARCH THE NATIONAL SCIENCE DIGITAL LIBRARY

Resources For
K12 Teachers

Sk|p to Step 4, Librarians plants| Search )

NSDL Community

l University Faculty
First Time Users
News

NSDL is the Mation's online library for education and research in
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics.

What am I looking at?
This is the Search Results page. It lists all of the resources that match your search word(s).

NSDL Search Results

Search Tips

plants (' Search |

@ Search Resources C, Search NSDL.org

58264 Results e 123456789 10 =& Next

Title/Description Resource
Format

Plant Identification [text]

This unit helps students prepare for their fieldwork by developing  [pdf]
their observational skills and ...

View all related information - Include/Exclude results like this

Plant Report [text]
This printable plant report is designed to help students gather the [pdf]
information they need to identi...

View all related information - Include/Exclude results like this

Fast Plants MIDOLE sEROOL

"To know a plant, grow a plant” is the motto of the Wisconsin Fast = A
Plant Program, a scien...

View all related information - Include/Exclude results like this




STEP 2

How do I pick something? Quickly.
Look at the title. Look at the short description.
Do they describe a resource you could use?

NSDL Search Results

Search Tips
plants | Search |

@ Search Resources __, Search NSDL.org

58264 Resultse 12345678510 =»Next

Title /Description Resource

Format
Plant Identification [text] e
This unit helps students prepare for their fieldwork by developing [pdf] ‘l)

their observational skills and i...
View all related information - Include/Exclude results like this

Plant Report [text]
This printable plant report is designed to help students gather the [pdf]
information they need to identi...

View all related information - Include/Exclude results like this

Fast Plants MIDDLE sEHOOL
"To know a plant, grow a plant” is the motto of the Wisconsin Fast PORTAL
Plant Program, a scien...

View all related information - Include/Exclude results like this

Yes, the title and short description describe a resource I could use, now what do I do?
Go to Step 3.

No, the title and short description do not describe what I'm looking for.
Review a few more search results from the list.

Still don't see what you want?

Skip to Step 4.

One of these looks ok, but I'm not sure.

Click "View all related information."

Skim the Description.

Scroll down and look in the left column "Resource Information: Complete Citation Data."
Look at "Intended Audience."

Resource Information:

Complete Citation Data
Title Plant Report

Subject Bloclogy, Plants, Plants--ldentificati on,
Keyword(s) Botanical specimens--Collectic n and
preservation, Botany--Fleld work, Field
work (Educational method)

Description This printable plant report is designed o
help students gather the information
they need to identify their plant
specimens. The two-page PDF form
asks for the following information:leaf
........................
form,reproductive status, plant
abundance, andgeneral description In
addition, the plant record contains area
for students to record their identificatio
method/ resources along with their level
of confidence in the identification.

Recource
type

Link http://www.amnh.org/educa
tion/resources/ rfl/ pdf/pl ant report. pdf

application/ pdf

Language en

Intended Grade 6, Grade 7, Grade B, Grade 5,
Audience Grade 10, Grade 11, Grade 12




STEP 3

This resource looks useful. How do I get it?

Click on the title.

Search Results Page

""All Related Information'' Page

NSDL Search Results

e Search Resources G Search NSDL.org

Search Tips
plants [ Search

Tithe:

Flant Report
Description:

This printable plant report Is designed to help st
specimens. The two-page PDF form asks for the f

form, reproductive status, plant abundance, andge
students to record thelr identification method/ resy

Archives:

S S
information they need to identi...

View all related information - Include/Exclude results like this

Title/Description Resource
Format

Plant Identification [text]

This unit helps students prepare for their fieldwork by developing  [pdf]

their observational skills and i...

View all related information - Include/Exclude results like this

Plant Report [text]

This printable plant report is designed to help students gather the [pdf]

+ Archive data mot avallable. More

Resource Information:

Fast Plants
"To know a plant, grow a plant” is the motto of the Wisconsin Fast
Plant Program, a scien...

View all related information - Include/Exclude results like this

BBRTAL Complete Citation Data

Title Plant Report

Voila! The Plant Report

http:/ fwwww.amnh.org/education/ resources [ rfl {pdf/plant_report. pdf

PLANT REPORT

For every new plant specimen

you find, fill out this report. Division:
Family:

How confident are you on Benus:

your identification {check one): '
Species:

0 Mot sure

0 Very sure

¢ Completely sure

Journal entry/observation date;

Comman name:

Nickname:

How do I use my resource?

Download it to your computer desktop.

Make it part of a lesson.

Make a lesson using the Instructional Architect tool: http://ia.usu.edu



STEP 4

From Step 1...

I can't think of the exact word to search for. How can I look at a topic?
Click on the Browse link in the column on the far left of the web page. (http://nsdl.org/browse/index.php)
Click Browse by Topic, the first option on the page.

Select a topic area.

Review the Search Results page. See Step 2.

N5DL Home > Search

Home

Search Options

Browse

Rescurces For
K12 Teachers

Librarians
NSDL Community

From Step 2...

Is there a way to change my search? .

Click on the Search Options link in the column on

HEducation
[+Health

[+IMathematics

Science

« Agriculture

« Astronomy

+ Biological and
life sclemces

+ Biology

NSDL Search Results

Search Tips

Biology ( Search |
@ Search Resources (J) Search NSDL.org

Title/Description

Biology Online. Life Science Reference
Blelegy Online, information In the |ife sclences in the form of tutorlals, references
and an online...

View all related Information - Include/Exclude results like this

Directory of Open Access Journals: Biclogy and Life Sciences
Gateway to open access journals In biclegy and life sciences.
View all related information -

Include/Exclude results like this

the far left of the web page. (http://nsdl.org/search/index.php)

¢ Nothing on the search results page looks useful.

I have too many search results.

e I want a resource for a particular age group.

Hizme

Bearch Optiens B

Browse

Rescurces For Titles
K12 Teachers Plant
Librarians Desc
MEDL Community

. . This ¢

Ll.nwer.mt:.- Faculty speci
First Time Users form,

NSDL Home > Search

Type in your search term or pick a new word(s) to search for.

Click in the boxes to specify a Grade Level and Resource Format.

Click Search.

Review the Search Results page. See Step 2.

NSDL Search Results

Search Tips

plants
@ Search Resources () Search NSDL.arg

{ Search )

Search NSDL

Title/ Description

Resource
Format

Plants and animals both need [text]
Search Tips Plants and animals both need to take In water, and animals need to take In foog,  [Interactive] M
In addition, plant...
View all related information - [nclude/Exclude results like this
plants
@ Search Resources () Search NSDL.arg Animals eat plants or other animals ftext]
Animals eat plants or other animals for food. [Interactive] S_W

Search by Grade Level

[l Graduate [ Text
] College ] Image
] Grades 9-12 O Audio
] Grades 6-8 O video
™ Grades 3-5 (=]

] Grades prek-2 [l Data

Search By Resource

Interactive resource

View all related information - Include/Exclude results like this

I still can't find a useful resource.
Review the list of Suggested Resources from Project Tomorrow
Review the NSDL Help pages (http://nsdl.org/help/)




